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CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT SERVICES

Stokes can help improve your online presence.
Stokes Creative Group’s talented web-dev experts are always reading up on the hottest trends; applying
what they have learned to their projects. In the future, look forward to client websites having these six new
features and upgrades:

CONVERT TO HTTPS

HTTP
HTTPS

Google’s own browser, Chrome, has
begun flagging non-encrypted (http:)
websites as “not secure.” A visitor who
sees the ominous looking warning page
can get turned off from continuing further.
Web hosts have begun bundling SSL
certificates with their hosting packages,
and, for many, the integration is seamless.

SEARCH ENGINE OPTIMIZATION

(SEO)

Content is KING so you’ll want to
remember that putting out
frequent, interesting content with
keywords that are searchable is
important.
When
someone
searches the web for the best
[insert your type of business here]
in your town, you want to be the
first result, right? Well, that’s what
SEO is all about. Stokes can help
raise your rank and even develop
great content for you.

OPT FOR BETTER PHOTOS
Stock images - like the same
well-dressed model with a headset on
as the image for the website’s “Contact
Us” page - are boring. Consider
commissioning
one
of
Stokes’
award-winning photographers to take
fresh images of your staff, day-to-day
operations or products. This adds a
more personal touch to your website
and can be used on blogs, email
newsletters and social media posts.

CONTENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS

(CMS)

These various web-based applications provide
multiple users with different permissions to
manage your content, data or information. By
managing content we’re referring to the
editing, archiving, publishing, or reporting the
website content, data or information. There are
LOTS of choices but Stokes can recommend
the best option for you.

TEST ON A DIFFERENT BROWSER
Claiming 72 percent of all users, Chrome
and Safari are the two browsers that enjoy
the biggest share of the web-browsing
market. However, this doesn’t mean that
the smaller contenders such as Internet
Explorer, Microsoft Edge, Mozilla Firefox
and Opera can be ignored. Visit browserling.com and run a check to see if anything
is off-kilter.

SHRINK IMAGES

10 mb
2 mb

Always be mindful of your website’s
footprint. Uploaded photographs from
a camera or even cell phones tend to
be upwards of two megabytes. Just five
of them on a page can slow your site’s
loading time significantly. Free online
resources are available but Stokes can
handle this task for you much easier!

Ready to spruce up your site this summer?
Call Stokes today toll-free at 1.844.572.8046
and let us bring your site up to date with
these features and more.
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MESSAGE
FROM THE

PRESIDENT

Summer is not a time for slowing down if
you are in the construction and transportation
industry, and this summer finds Stokes’ team
members hard at work all over the East Coast.
In this edition of our quarterly newsletter you
can read about Stokes’ new team members
and exciting transportation projects from
Florida all the way up to New York State.
We value our clients – so much so that every
one of them has the support of our entire team.
Always on the cutting edge of technology,
Stokes’ creative experts work seamlessly to
meet and exceed our clients’ expectations on
projects large and small, near and far.
Please enjoy this newsletter and learn about
all the dynamic work going on this summer
to improve everyday life for the people of
Maryland, New York, New Jersey and much,
much more. As always, contact Stokes any
time to discuss what’s new in the industry and
what we can do to help you.

Joanne M. Stokes, President

The Stokes Baltimore office is pleased
to add the “I-66 Outside the Beltway
Project” to its growing client list
this summer. I-66 Express Mobility
Partners is improving quality of life
for people who live, work and travel
in the Northern Virginia area. They
will be designing and rebuilding
22.5 miles of highway which will
feature two Express Lanes, three

22.5

community HOA and stakeholder
meetings, strategic campaigning and
attending community events - just
to name a few. Stokes will use social
media to build and foster relationships
with communities within the I-66
corridor and become a trusted
source of information throughout the
duration of the project. These efforts
are being handled and managed by

miles of highway
with

general purpose lanes, redesigned
interchanges and 4,000 park and
ride spaces, to be wrapped up by the
end of 2022. When complete, 2,000–
4,000 more passengers per hour
will move through the I-66 corridor
outside the beltway.
This client’s main focus is a juggle
between corporate/media affairs and
public outreach. Stokes is excited to
include social media management
to its public outreach efforts for
the project. The additional public
outreach efforts include hosting

The Florida team had a very hot spring
full of events (well, it’s always hot in
Florida) …
The spring conference season kicked
off with the team attending the Florida
Transportation Builders Association
(FTBA) Construction Conference back
in February. They thoroughly enjoyed
perusing the huge vendor room and
learned a great deal during the sessions.
April brought Joanne Stokes and Tanya
Schmidt to the IBTTA conference in
Charlotte, NC. It was the first event
since Stokes became members of
IBTTA! They had the opportunity to
chat with friends, meet new industry
professionals and participate in roundtable discussions. Keynote speaker Alex
Roy set the conference abuzz with his
presentation on automated vehicles,
and Tanya had a great time introducing
him to her connections and many

2 Express Lanes

our Public Outreach Specialist, Ashley
Kiah.
Stokes is also utilizing the latest
media monitoring tools to stay ahead
of the project perception by the
media and general public. Keeping
clients abreast of what is being said
about them allows our clients to
tell their story, instead of the media
narrating it for them. Stay tuned
for more info on this great project
by following the project Facebook
page here: www.facebook.com/
I66ExpressMobility. ■

industry leaders. May brought John,
Tanya, Tori and Zac to Coral Gables for
TEAMFL. Those meetings are always a
welcomed chance to re-connect with
folks from all over the Sunshine State.
Aage is packing his bags this month for
“Summer Camp,” Floridians for Better
Transportation’s annual conference.
Although it may seem like it’s all been
travel and fun for the team, they’ve
been hard at work negotiating some
new contracts and meeting new
clients. They will also be stepping out
into the community on a few exciting
public involvement projects in the
coming months. In other good news,
Stokes has received their MBE/WBE
certification in Orange County, Florida.
This opens many new opportunities for
the team and they are looking forward
to exploring all the possibilities! ■

As the Public Outreach Specialist at Stokes “We are very excited for the new phase
Creative Group, Inc., Dan Marcy leads our of the project,” Dan said. “The expansion
team in the development of the MTA/ project is one of the most ambitious projects
LIRR’s Modernization platform and its the region has to offer. It’s really something
various user interfaces,
to be a part of the
We are very excited for change Long Island
including the Third
Track Expansion Project
the new phase of the will greatly benefit
(which was awarded to
project ... The expansion from in the long run.”
3TC Contractors earlier
project is one of the most
this year). Aimed at
is spearheading
ambitious projects the Dan
providing exceptional
an unprecedented
region has to offer. It’s community outreach
management
and
really something to be a program as part of
insight across all that
the LIRR has to offer,
part of the change Long the LIRR Expansion
Dan brings over 5 years
Island will greatly benefit Project. Over the
of industry experience
past two years, LIRR
from in the long run. ■
that will be crucial in
officials and the
expanding and enriching the Project. Before Stokes Team have met consistently and
Stokes, Dan worked as a Project Manager frequently with local elected officials, civic
for the Tappan Zee Bridge Project, where he leaders, business owners and residents to
oversaw the development of public relation discuss the project and elicit feedback.
strategies for the project’s outreach offerings.

“

LIRR Expansion Project Leader Dan Marcy ■

Since January, 3TC Contractors completed the
project’s design and other early construction
activities. Substantial construction is
expected to begin in late 2018. For more
info on the LIRR Modernization initiative
and the Third Track Expansion project please
visit www.aModernLI.com. To read
more about Dan Marcy, please visit www.
stokescg.com/dan-marcy-pr. ■

From 14A to 145, Stokes’ Senior Public
Outreach Specialist Nicole Pace-Addeo
jumped from the conclusion of one massive,
four-year project to the launch of another
one with the AECOM team this month. The
heart of the Interchange 145 Improvement
Project is located in East Orange but includes
improvements to structures located in
the surrounding Hudson County towns of
Irvington, Newark, Bloomfield and Nutley.
The purpose of the project is to improve
the safety and operation of Interchange 145
and adjacent roadways and to address the
deficiencies of several bridges in need of
rehabilitation. Stokes will lead the community
involvement efforts by addressing the concerns
of the affected communities by providing
timely and easily accessed information about
the project through the website, hotline and
in-person outreach.
Read more about Nicole’s 14A journey
in her latest blog here: www.stokescg.
com/14a-blog.
Visit the 145 project website here:
www.GSPexit145.com. ■

Public Outreach Specialists Nicole Pace-Addeo, M.A. and Bryan Ramirez, M.A. attended the
Community Forum for the GSP Interchange 145 Improvement Project on July 24th in East Orange, NJ ■

In case you missed it, President and CEO Joanne Stokes was
awarded with a prestigious Velocity Growth Award for 2018
by CEO Report Baltimore back in late April. Peter Rouse, our
Baltimore Project Manager, joined Joanne at the awards gala
held in the beautiful Renaissance Baltimore Harborplace Hotel
on Pratt Street and enjoyed meeting many lucrative Baltimore
businesses owners and team members from the companies
who were honored that night. Stokes’ Baltimore office is
booming so stay tuned for more exciting news from this office
in future newsletters and on our social media channels!

The public involvement projects are red hot this summer at
Stokes and since there are so many, we’ll just name drop a few
that you may have heard of.
• Manhattan Avenue Wall LCD Study (Union City, NJ)
•
— www.manhattanavenuewall.com
• Columbia Turnpike Bridge LCD Study (Florham Park, NJ)
•
— www.columbiaturnpikebridge.com
• Washington Avenue Corridor Study (Philadelphia, PA)
• Riverfront North Partnership Master Plan Update
(Philadelphia, PA)

Read the full release here: www.stokescg.com/velocitygrowth-awards-pr. ■

You can stay informed about our projects and more by following
#StokesCG on Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube
or Vimeo! ■

Myron Mariano is an interactive
media professional who
recently joined our NJ team.
Myron not only brings
advanced programming skills
to the team but is also fluent
in six languages. As the Web
Design & Development Lead,
he will help Stokes’ clients
enjoy improved technologies
and a cutting-edge online
presence. ■

President Joanne Stokes proudly shows off the Velocity
Growth Award at the gala on April 19th ■
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Kirsten West, a communications
and customer relations
professional, has just joined
our Baltimore office. Based and
working in the Northern Virginia
area, Kirsten has demonstrated
leadership and public speaking
skills that will prove valuable
to the I-66 project that she is
leading as the on-site Public
Outreach Specialist. ■
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