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Outreach efforts go beyond the commuter and even the
homeowner as experts create plans for every mode from walking
to trains that are safe and reliable. The first day of spring brings
many out for a walk or a bike ride (even though this year they had
to carry a snow shovel). An initiative called Complete Streets is a
hot topic for everyone this spring and Stokes is excited to share this
special bicycle and pedestrian issue of our quarterly newsletter
with you. Since we’ve partnered on several successful bicycle and
pedestrian master plan update projects over the past few years,
we thought it was time to showcase the importance of these
projects and how beneficial Complete Streets implementation is
for the communities we work and live in.
Let’s start with a brief overview …
After the term “Complete Streets” was coined
in 2003, the National Complete Streets
Coalition was formed in 2005 to advocate for
the adoption of Complete Streets policies at all
levels of government. (Source: njbikeped.org)
The 2009 NJDOT Complete Streets Policy
stated that it would implement a policy,
“through the planning, design, construction,
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maintenance and operation of new and retrofit transportation
facilities, enabling safe access and mobility of pedestrians,
bicyclists, transit users of all ages and abilities.” The Complete
Streets policies connect multi-modal networks and connections
for bike or walking trips, including safe accommodations for
current and future facilities. These accommodations include
sidewalks, crosswalks, signs, curb extensions, bike lanes,
shoulders, bus shelters and more. The policy goes on to include
research for new technologies for improving safety, training for
engineers and planners and establishing performance measures
to gauge the success of the efforts.
See inside this issue of our newsletter to find out how Stokes
routinely contributes to the success of Bike/Ped initiatives. Also,
please be sure to visit www.njbikeped.org and
learn more about how The New Jersey Bicycle
and Pedestrian Resource Center (BPRC) assists
public officials, professionals and the public
in creating more safe and accessible walking
and bicycling environments through research,
education and dissemination of information
about best practices in policy and design. ■
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Stokes Creative Group, Inc. was awarded the
task of creating a user-friendly website for the
New Jersey Department of Transportation’s
Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan for Bay Head,
New Jersey, that would allow the public to
share its thoughts, ideas and concerns on
the bike and pedestrian network in the small
beach town.
Stokes worked closely with The RBA Group
(now NV5) to develop the look, content
and graphics that would engage the target
audience and clearly communicate the
goals and objectives of the Complete Streets
plan. The first step in the process was
branding the project with a website that
would resonate well with the Borough of

Bay Head community. The header included
children, adults, bicyclists and pedestrians to
demonstrate a graphical representation of
the varied members who live there.
The project website assisted the project
team with increasing the project’s visibility,
recognition and assisted the Bay Head
Steering Committee with collecting data for
its road studies.
In addition to the website, Stokes assisted
with the outreach efforts which included
a public visioning workshop and public
open house. The first effort was the public
visioning workshop in June – an open-house
format where the public wrote down their

vision and goals for biking and walking in
Bay Head, filled out a short survey, marked
maps with colored dots to indicate areas that
needed improvements or attention, then
had the opportunity to leave a brief video
testimonial for the team’s review. The second
event was the public information center in
August which featured a presentation of the
preliminary concepts and recommendations
based on the public’s input as well as the
opportunity to complete the community
survey.
To visit the project website, please go to
http://bayhead.stokescg.com. ■

out Complet
b
A
s
t
c
a
e Str
nF
u
F
eet
e
has
v
i
s
F
adopted N

NJ

8% o

f NJ’s

popu

NJ r
e
in m sident
unic s liv
e
ipa
with
a Com lities
Street plete
s polic
y.

ion

(41.

mill

3.76

oth
b
e
hav opted e
ad plet
Com reets
St cies.
i
pol

latio

n)

JDO
was among T

141
municipal & the first state DOTS
to adopt an internal
78
Complete Streets
county
policies.

policy.

ets

e
Str

e
let ’s
p
licy
m
T
o
o
O
p
al C d NJD reets tate,
n
o
s
ati ranke ete St 210 and
N
y
l
r
the lition omp f ove count icies.
,
0
C t o al,
l
a
n ipal po
201 Co
u
o
i
o
n
g
I
#1 re munic



Why You Should Partner With
     Stokes For Public Involvement On
Your Next Bike/Ped Project

10
8
6
4

Stokes can handle the project
branding to create a beau ful
logo, website, flyer or any
other print materials you’ll
need to engage, inform and
educate the public.
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Stokes can help you
create an engaging
Presenta on that will
clearly explain the
elements of the project.

Stokes handles the logiscs
of successful events including
name badges, sign-in sheets
and encouraging aendees
to complete surveys or
comment cards.
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Stokes helps create
online surveys to easily
capture the data, export
and analyze it in a
summary report.
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Stokes offers our one-of-a-kind
stakeholder database that
manages the contact
informaon for the list of
interested residents, officials
and stakeholders – including
correspondence tracking and
reporng for the project team.

Stokes will research,
plan and coordinate the
public mee ngs – giving
you more me to
handle other tasks.
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Stokes is a cer fied
SBE/DBE/WBE firm
throughout the East
Coast – fulfilling your
DBE par cipa on goals.

Stokes has an award-winning
photography and videography team ready
to step in and capture the highlights from
the meengs, provide photos for the
website or create educaonal videos that
explain the project in a visual way.

Stokes graphic design experts
can help create beauful poster
boards that enhance meengs
and encourage discussion
between the project team
members and the aendees.

Stokes has years of bicycle and
pedestrian project experience
– including NJDOT and NJTPA
projects – and we know what it
takes to help teams plan and
execute successful public
involvement efforts.

We all know the benefits of riding our bikes to work: it’s cheap,
healthy for you, better for the environment, etc. Yet, we all
know why most of us abstain - it’s dangerous. As someone
who has bike-commuted to work in NYC, I, as do my fellow
cyclists, know that serious injury is a looming specter.
Fortunately, we need not succumb to our drudgery or risk life
and limb on our morning commute any longer. Transportation
agencies throughout the country recognize the vitality of
commute-cycling to work and its cascading beneficial impacts.
Bike-Ped initiatives have sprung up all over major cities and
they show no signs of stopping. We here at Stokes Creative
Group are proud to spearhead our client’s Bike-Ped Programs
as we cycle into the future. ■

Did you know that Pennsylvania is currently
working on a statewide Bicycle and Pedestrian
Master Plan update? A massive undertaking
like this may sound overwhelming but when
the right tools are put in place, a project
team can execute the task with ease. Stokes
is proudly supporting PennDOT and Phillybased KSK Architects Planners Historians, Inc.
as a subconsultant on this project. Residents
of PA are encouraged to visit the links below
for the project website and the community
input survey.
Pennsylvania Bicycle and Pedestrian Master
Plan website: http://bit.ly/2nvR3QD
2018 Pennsylvania Bicycle and Pedestrian
Community Survey: http://bit.ly/2DXC9uh. ■

MAY = National Bike Month – This month-long event is sponsored by the League of
American Bicyclists and celebrated in communities around the country – it is a chance
to showcase the many benefits of bicycling and encourage others to get out and start
pedaling. For more info, please visit https://bikeleague.org/bikemonth.
• Bike to School Day: May 9
• Make your event successful with tips found on www.walkbiketoschool.org
• Bike to Work Week: May 14-18
- According to Wikipedia, there are several US cities that actively participate
in this annual event including Austin, Boston, Pasadena, Portland, Roseville,
Santa Barbara, Sacramento, San Francisco and Washington.
• Bike to Work Day: May 18
- 		Don’t forget to use #BikeToWorkDay when posting your photos on 		
		LinkedIn or other social channel of your choice.
P.S. … DID YOU KNOW?
There is an International Winter Bike to Work Day! This year it was held on February
9, 2018, and more than 14,000 people participated. For more info, please visit
www.winterbiketoworkday.org. ■

“...you have no such accurate remembrance of country you
have driven through as you gain by riding a bicycle.”

- Ernest Hemingway
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