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At Stokes, we keep up with the latest tools and 
technologies that will help our clients succeed. Here 
are the top three trends that we expect to see in 2018:

Images are becoming more immersive; 360-view systems allow you 
to look around inside a scene. This technology allows you to capture 
the full experience of a project or area and take a walk through a 
building or construction site without taking a step out of your office.  

The benefits of 360-degree view for construction documentation 
include savings of both time and cost, as the views obtained from any 
area can be rotated and enlarged to see any detail. Less shots to take, 
less shots to go through to pinpoint any particular detail. ■

Successful social media campaigns start with unique strategies 
crafted specifically to reach your target audience. With advances 
and changes in this area you can pinpoint your audience like never 
before and at much more reasonable costs. Facebook has reported 
an advertising increase of 47%. Additionally, LinkedIn has reported 
that B2B marketers account for 80% of lead generation from their 
presence on the platform, and 94% of those companies use LinkedIn 
to distribute content. Stokes has the marketing and social media 
experience to help you navigate and manage your next social media 
campaign with ease. ■

Forbes called 2017 the year of the voice search, citing that a Google study 
conducted by Northstar Research found that 41% of U.S. adults use voice 
search daily. This voice-based computing reality requires your website 
and SEO to have voice-optimized content in order to be successful. In 
2018, you’ll see more and more businesses launching Google Home/
Alexa integrations and creating content optimized for voice. 
 
In order to get ahead of your competitors, you’ve got to stay on top 
of these trends. Let Stokes manage this process and more to help you 
reach your 2018 goals more quickly, painlessly and affordably. ■
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Are you ready to implement these  
cool tools in 2018? Let’s get started.

Call Stokes today at 844-572-8046Call Stokes today at 844-572-8046
and be on your way to a more cutting-

edge and marketable New Year!

A NEW YEAR BRINGS
COOL IDEAS!

https://www.stokescg.com/
https://www.stokescg.com
https://www.stokescg.com


Joanne M. Stokes, President

 
 

Happy New Year! It is a time for new 
beginnings and nowhere is that more evident 
than the transportation landscape of the 
East Coast. Stokes’ teams in NJ, NY, MD and 
FL are providing essential services on some 
of the biggest projects in the country. We 
focus on large infrastructure improvements 
(not solely), in which we bring value across 
a large spectrum of expertise - visioning, 
planning, analysis, technical skills and much 
more to successfully engage the public and 
gain support from stakeholder groups. To be 
successful, a public information and outreach 
campaign must be supported with sufficient 
resources. Public information and outreach 
should be a significant consideration when 
developing project budgets. While they can 
be expensive, experience has shown that the 
benefits of these campaigns far outweigh the 
costs.

Embrace the new beginnings by preparing 
for the growth of the industry. We invite you 
to read this newsletter to learn more about 
the stellar projects we have been involved in 
recently. Call on Stokes to help you achieve 
success on any upcoming project.

On Thursday, August 24th, Gov. Andrew 
M. Cuomo cut the ribbon and took a 
drive across the newly named Governor 
Mario M. Cuomo Bridge accompanied by 
Armando Galella, a 96-year-old veteran of 
the attack on Pearl Harbor who had driven 
across the original Tappan Zee Bridge on 
its opening day in 1955. One day later, on 
Friday, August 25, after four long years 
of hot summers and icy cold winters, the 
Tappan Zee Constructors opened the first 
span of the new bridge to the public.

 Stokes was on hand to proudly capture this 
major milestone. Senior Photographer 
Zac Stokes was accompanied by 
construction photographer Joe Gomez, 
Video Director Steve Gonski and Chief 
Public Involvement Officer Chris Stokes. 
Our public involvement staff captured 
everything the team needed to create 
documentary-style videos, interviews 
and photos to be showcased on the            
www.NewNYBridge.com website. ■ 

Just three days after the first span of the 
new Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge 
opened to traffic, the Stokes crew traveled 
three states south to another landmark 
public outreach event. On August 28, 2017, 
the Purple Line Transit Partners (PLTP) 
joined federal, state and local officials to 
break ground on the 16-mile, $5.6 billion 
Purple Line Light Rail Project in Maryland, 
marking the official start of construction. 

During the groundbreaking event, U.S. 
Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao 
and Maryland Governor Larry Hogan 
participated in a ceremonial signing of 
the Federal Transit Administration’s Full 
Funding Grant Agreement. The signed 
grant will enable the state to access the 
$900 million in federal funds proposed 
for the project. Passenger service on the 
new line is scheduled to begin in 2022. ■

Zac captured this stunning photo of the new Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge, and 
remarked that this project is “truly a masterpiece of construction.” 

U.S. Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao and Maryland Governor Larry Hogan joined 
other officials to shovel the first piles of dirt at the groundbreaking ceremony. 



Route 495 in North Jersey is one of the busiest 
and most congested roadways in the country. 

In September, The New Jersey Department of 
Transportation (NJDOT) announced plans to 
start a major rehabilitation of the Route 495 
Bridge over Route 1&9 and Paterson Plank 
Road in North Bergen which leads to the 
Lincoln Tunnel. The project will begin in 2018 
and continue through to the end of 2020.

The Stokes team will work with a leading 
construction engineering company, 
Greenman-Pederson, Inc. to create an 
educational outreach program which will 
detail the construction phases over the 
next 2.5 years, highlighting the importance 
of identifying alternate routes and how to 
contact the DOT with questions. Footage 
will include drone aerial video of the entire 
corridor as well as 2D animation to show 
the detours. We look forward to sharing the 
video when it is completed. ■

 
 

Stokes helped BrenCo Equipment Supply & 
Technology in Hillsborough, New Jersey, put 
their best foot forward with new branding, 
marketing materials, advertising and point 
of sale merchandise. Their new responsive 
website not only defines and showcases the 
products they offer, but also puts the talented 
team behind BrenCo into the spotlight.

Visit the updated BrenCo website at
www.BrencoEquipment.com to see the 
finished product. ■

Schnabel Engineering hired Stokes to be their 
outreach partner for the New Jersey Water 
Supply Authority’s (NJWSA) Round Valley 
Reservoir in Clinton, New Jersey. The tasks 
included the creation of education programs 
that used stunning aerial video footage – 
one highlights the location’s rich history, and 
the second video explains the forthcoming 
improvement efforts to preserve the dam’s 
water supply functionality. The NJWSA team, 
including Beth Gates, Marc Brooks and Julie 
Shelley, praised Stokes for running a smooth 
video shoot and thanked the crew for helping 
to put the interviewees at ease while they 
were being filmed for the documentary. 

In addition to the videos, Stokes helped 
coordinate, advertise and facilitate a highly-
successful public information session on 
November 14, 2017, at North Hunterdon 
Regional High School. More than 60 
members of the public and project team 
members were in attendance to review the 
improvement efforts in detail.

Please visit the project website created by 
Stokes at www.RoundValleyProject.com 
to see the educational videos as well as the 
presentation from the meeting. ■

Stokes team members Steve Gonski and Matt Touhey 
worked together to capture aerial drone footage and 
on-camera interviews with key NJWSA staff members 

for the Round Valley Project videos.
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We are proud and honored that Stokes was 
recently recognized by South Jersey Biz 
magazine’s annual “Best of Biz” issue as the 
reader’s choice for best full-service marketing 
agency. Planning and implementing a solid 
marketing plan is different for every business; at 
Stokes our approach is as diverse as our clients. ■

We are proud to announce that our Florida 
office has moved to the thriving business 
district in the Maitland/Orlando area at 1800 
Pembrook Drive, Suite 300, Orlando. Mere 
blocks away from a number of transportation 
and construction industry firms, the new 
office is efficiently situated halfway between 
the business districts of Lake Mary and 
downtown Orlando, with better access to 
highways and clients throughout the state.

Two new Stokes team members have joined 
our current staff in this location – John 
Melendez, E.I., and Tori Jamali. John brings 
nearly two decades of traffic engineering 
and outreach experience to his position as 
Outreach Specialist/Project Manager. His 

technical and industry-specific expertise helps 
to bring the Stokes team to another level. 
John is also our boots-on-the-ground figure 
in the Tampa-Hillsborough area, gathering 
first-hand knowledge. Tori Jamali will provide 
the Florida team with any necessary support, 
thanks to her administrative, marketing and 
customer relations experience. 

The Florida team is very excited about our recent 
growth and our new office. We are looking forward 
to utilizing our increased and diverse abilities to 
better serve our clients in Florida.

Read the full press release at
www.stokescg.com/pr-florida ■

Stokes was also 
honored to be 
listed as one of 
the state’s top 250 
largest privately 
held companies by 
NJBIZ. As a certified 
w o m a n - o w n e d 

business (WBE/DBE/SBE/WBENC), Stokes 
has overcome many challenges since its 
inception 30 years ago. We are continually 
searching for ways to serve our loyal clients 
better, make them successful and build new 
relationships along the way. We have been 
fortunate to have a dynamic workforce that 
consistently puts in 110% to deliver quality 
products to our clients – that is the real 
reason for our success. We look forward to 
continued growth for both Stokes and our 
clients, and we thank NJBIZ for this honor. ■

Congratulations to the New Jersey Turnpike 
Authority’s Interchange 14A Improvement 
Project in Bayonne and Jersey City for being 
honored by the New Jersey Alliance for 
Action with a “Distinguished Engineering 
Award.” Stokes has been supporting the 
project team with extensive public outreach 
to the stakeholders in the area since the start 
of the project. From developing a robust 
project website to performing grassroots 
public outreach to facilitating public meetings 
and developing meeting materials, we have 
established great lines of communication that 
served the project well. 

Learn more about the project by visiting the 
project website at www.NJTA14A.com. ■
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We have a great reputation for creating 
powerful images, but it is still a thrill to have 
one of our own receive industry recognition.  
Zac had his image chosen for the cover of 
ENR’s best construction images of 2017! As 
you can see we often go above and beyond 
(literally) for our clients. ■ 
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