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Being
in a foreign country
surrounded by an
unfamiliar language
certainly presents
a challenge for filming a video, but there we
were in the muggy heat of Panama waiting
for a ship to pass through the canal. The
weather forecasted thunderstorms for the
next 10 days as Tropical Storm Cindy was in
the midst of hammering the islands off the
coast. Our ship was moored nearby but had
no schedule for departure and no one could
tell us more information. We spoke Spanish,
but not nearly enough to be comfortable,
and we were doing our best reconnaissance
to find good vantages to film from without
attracting too much attention to ourselves.
Again, our Spanish wasn’t good enough for
us to explain exactly what we were doing and
we had no intention of honing our skills in a
Panamanian prison.
The ship we were there to film was a barge
carrying the three massive deck pieces that
will later be assembled onsite in Jersey City
to form the lift span segment of the Wittpenn
Bridge – one of the largest of its kind. We had
already filmed the beginning of the deck’s

CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT SERVICES
the time we reached the Canal the grey had
cleared up and there was nothing but gorgeous
skies ahead. The drone flight was back on the
menu!

journey
that began in
Oregon earlier
in the year, and
now we were waiting patiently for the next
big milestone – passage through the Panama
Canal.
After days of exchanging emails and phone
calls with the New Jersey Department of
Transportation, the Panama Canal Authority
and some local professional guides, we finally
had confirmation of our ship’s schedule.
It was coming through the next day at 7
a.m. A quick check of the forecast showed
thunderstorms, of course. After expressing
some concerns to the Canal Authority we
were informed that the weather would not
be a factor. “We have very good pilots,” I was
assured. Our plan was to film some aerials
with a drone while we were there, which no matter how good the pilot - would not
be flown in poor weather. We crossed our
fingers and hoped for the best.
The following morning the sky was a bit
grey, the ground damp from some showers
overnight, but it was definitely improving. By

Our barge was the first in line that morning to
make its way through the locks. To get from
the Pacific Ocean to the Atlantic Ocean, or vice
versa, a ship enters segments (called locks)
of the canal that allow ships to traverse the
varied canal elevation. We filmed timelapses
and aerials at the Mira Flores Canal. It took 20
minutes for our ship to make its way through
this section and reach the second lock. From
there it sat in the middle of the canal until
given orders to proceed to the third and final
lock – which came through the following
day, leaving our ship sitting in the Canal for
roughly 24 hours before reaching the Atlantic
Ocean.
Exhausted, we bid farewell to Panama and
found our way back into the long lines of
US customs. We got the footage we went
there for, our gear came back intact, and the
Malaria pills and Yellow Fever vaccinations
must have worked because neither of us
came home sick.
All in all, our trip to Panama was far from
our typical Stokes film shoot and a unique
experience for us both.
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START READIN’ THE NEWS
Have you stopped by our website lately to read some of our press releases,
company announcements or blog posts? We’re publishing new content on a
regular basis, keeping you in the loop about Stokes so you’ll always know “what’s
new” with our East Coast teams in New Jersey, New York, Maryland and Florida.
Here are a few recent snippets you may have missed …

NEW NJ HIRES

MESSAGE

FROM THE

PRESIDENT
Summer Safety – at Stokes that means more
than sunscreen and insect repellant. All along
the East Coast (and as far away as Panama),
Stokes’ video and photography crews are
being called upon to capture visuals in places
that require special skills. Our technicians are
safety-trained for a variety of environments
and situations – and they deliver dynamic
results.
Safety is the name of the game in the
transportation and construction industry. The
projects we work on exist to improve the travel
experience – safely. Bridges and roads need to
be maintained and repaired to keep the public
safe. The very nature of the construction work,
and our support services for that work, requires
diligent attention to safety procedures.
So please enjoy the summer season and
know that whether you are hard at work or
vacationing in the sun, we at Stokes are on
the job somewhere near you – providing a
full array of Public Outreach, Marketing and
Construction Support Services to our valued
clients – not only meeting but exceeding your
goals for safety as well as the creative aspects
of your projects.

Joanne M. Stokes, President

Please join us in welcoming a few new
faces to the Stokes team:
JEFF ROMANO
Chief Financial Officer
KATHLEEN RIES
Business Development
KARLEE ADAIR
Administrative Assistant

PRESS RELEASES

Stokes news is always good news and
we’re not shy about sharing it with our
clients and friends. Please visit these
newsworthy releases …
WBC Awards:
www.stokescg.com/wbc-awards-2017-pr/
NYC Office Leader:
www.stokescg.com/qwu-pr/

Congratulations to Stokes Marketing
Director, Nicole Pace, who has been
selected as one of the top young
professionals in the state by NJBIZ
with a “Forty Under 40” award.
Read about it here:
www.stokescg.com/pace-pr/

The spotlight feature
is our chance to showcase our
valued employees to help you learn who
they are and what they do at Stokes - as well as
some fun, inside information about them.
Josh Davison (Photographer): www.stokescg.com/spotlight-jd/
Amber Konopka (Construction Support Services Supervisor):
www.stokescg.com/blog-ak/

NJ
R
U
O AM
TE

JULY

4TH

NEW YORK UPDATES

TAPPAN ZEE BRIDGE REPLACEMENT
PROJECT NEWS
New NY Bridge Set to Open 1st Span
Stokes Creative Group, Inc. is capturing
the finishing touches on the New NY
Bridge project’s westbound span.
Photographers and videographers
continue to follow the Tappan Zee
Constructors, LLC across the 3.1-mile
structure as crews finalize the driving
surface and test the roadway and aesthetic
lighting systems. The aesthetic lighting
accentuates the architectural features of
the twin-span bridge, specifically its eight
419-foot towers, 192 stay cables and
dozens of piers. The lighting plan was
developed with the assistance of the local
community and design professionals.
The bridge also utilizes energy-efficient

light emitting diodes, or LEDs, which are
designed with 100,000-hour lifespans,
using an estimated 75 percent less
energy compared to traditional lighting
technology.
Stokes also recently produced an indepth video highlighting the project’s
many skilled workers coming together
to complete the massive project on the
Hudson River.

ASHE CONFERENCE

The Stokes New York Team attended the
2017 American Society of Highway Engineers
(ASHE) National Conference hosted in New
York City this June. The conference was filled
with highway engineers meeting potential
future partners and eagerly sharing their
knowledge and recent experiences. Our
New York team joined the many engineering
firms that were making valuable professional
connections and let New York City know that
Stokes is here and ready to support you on
your future transportation projects.
For information about our NYC office, go to
www.stokescg.com/stokes-nyc-office/

The 3.1-mile westbound crossing will
open on August 25, 2017.
To view the video or learn more, go to
www.NewNYBridge.com

FLORIDA UPDATES
The Stokes Florida Team went
to Summer Camp!
Stokes President Joanne Stokes joined
two members of our Florida team
for three days at the Floridians for
Better Transportation (FBT) Annual
Transportation Summit at the beautiful
Boca Raton Resort and Beach Club on the
Southeast coast of Florida. It’s a rough
job, but somebody has to do it!
FBT is a statewide transportation organization that was founded in 1988.
The organization, led by President Sally
Patrenos, is dedicated to improving
transportation safety and efficiency
throughout the Sunshine State. The
annual conference brought together
consultants, contractors, MPO members,
the Florida Transportation Commission
and the Executive team of FDOT to
discuss current and future issues.
This year’s “Summer Camp” was
held July 19-21 and opened with a

Stokes-produced video highlighting
transportation projects around the state.
The conference theme, “Advocacy for
21st Century Mobility,” was supported
by a wide range of accomplished and
provocative speakers. Keynote speaker
Dr. Anthony Townsend, author of “Smart
Cities: Big Data,” was on hand to discuss
his research regarding future mobility
and technological impacts.
Lest you think the FL Team is all fun in
the sun, let us assure you that we are
hard at work! Teamed with CH2M, we
are preparing for our part in the Colonial
Parkway Project. Our work with HNTB on
the I-95 Integrated Corridor Management
Project is scheduled to begin this month,
and there’s more in the pipelines. We’ve
got to go unpack from Camp, so, until
next time ... stay cool!
To view or purchase photos, go to
www.zkmediaservices.com/Events-1/
FBT-Photos/

MARYLAND UPDATES
Great News in Maryland!
The US Court of Appeals has granted the
emergency motion to stay the Record Of
Decision (ROD). This action reinstates the
ROD that was vacated by District Court
on 08/03/16, pending appeal. This is

exciting news and essentially means the
Purple Line project is a go.
Additional information will be
provided as it becomes available via
www.purplelinemd.com

CLIENT WEBSITES &
SOCIALS TO SEE

The websites we create for clients and projects
are clean, easy to navigate and look great on
any device, but please don’t take our word for
it. Stop by and see some of our most recent
website designs and tell us what you think …
Masonry Preservation Group (MPG):
www.MPGNJ.com
DriRoofs:
www.DriRoofs.com
Round Valley Preservation Project:
www.RoundValleyProject.com
Smile Dental Culture:
www.SmileCulture.com
Last month, Facebook hit a record of 2 billion
users, maintaining its number one position
atop the social media channel chart. No
matter the platform, maintaining a social
presence helps you reach new audiences,
and the best part is - it’s free! Stop by and
see our most recent designs …
Masonry Preservation Group (MPG):
www.linkedin.com/company/MPGNJ
Atlantic Trailer Leasing:
www.facebook.com/atlantictrailer
Kingsland Avenue Bridge:
www.twitter.com/KingslandAveBr
Bridge Street Bridge:
www.twitter.com/BridgeStBridge

SAFETY WEEK REWIND
Taking a group photograph of 10 people
can be a challenge … you have to make
sure everyone’s face is visible, eyes are
open and nobody is making a funny face.
Well, just imagine trying to coordinate
a group photo with nearly a thousand
construction workers. It is no easy feat,
trust us! Luckily for Chris Stokes, he
was able to stand on a platform with a

megaphone and capture this amazing
image of the Tappan Zee Constructors
crew as part of Safety Week in early May.
Each year the campaign focuses on a
specific theme. The 2017 theme is “It’s
In Our Hands,” which emphasizes the
pride and responsibility workers feel and
unites them around a shared sense of

Recently, NJ TRANSIT has made some big news
with their track updates. As part of NJ TRANSIT’s
4-segment video series, Stokes created an
informational video to share track updates and
repair info with the public. This is a huge story in
the news right now in the NY/NJ area. The video
recently landed on Facebook as a sponsored ad
and several Stokes employees spotted it. Nothing
beats scrolling through pictures of kids and food
to suddenly see the video your own company
made! Also, keep your eyes peeled because Stokes
produced the video as a PSA in a made-for-TV
format so don’t be surprised if you see it while
channel surfing during these warm summer nights.
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responsibility for each other, especially
on the job site. Stokes has also been
supporting the safety efforts with these
types of events, special campaigns and
presentations. With a photo this good we
couldn’t resist sharing!
For more great photos, follow us
on Instagram (and our hashtags #StokesCG & #SayItWithStokes)

