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id you know that, according to
nationwide polls, public speaking
remains America’s number one
fear above death, flying and even
snakes? While the fear may sound a bit
irrational to some, many of us can relate
to it to some degree. Whether or not this
particular phobia afflicts us, most of us know
that presentation skills are critical in the
corporate world. At Stokes Creative Group,
Inc. (Stokes), our team of communication
professionals have been lending our
presentation prowess to clients for years.
We are seeing an increased demand for our
services lately from new clients as well as in
the broader field of industry events.
In February, our Florida team members
assembled a panel of public outreach pros to
speak at the Team FL event in Orlando. Our
experts created an engaging PowerPoint
presentation to accompany the panelist
discussion with visuals and videos to further
explain their talking points. February also
brought Stokes the opportunity to work
with industry members in small groups; we
went to Baltimore’s MdQI Conference and
our social media expert held regular small
group presentations on the five major social
media channels - right from our booth
in the Exhibition Hall. The same skills are
necessary whether presenting material to a
packed ballroom or to a small group in close
quarters, and Stokes excels at both.
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other multimedia tools. Our newest client,
W.J. Castle, recently asked us to redesign
their sonar imaging presentation with a
fresh, updated look and feel. Through the
use of animated graphics and appealing
transitions, their PowerPoint now helps tell
the story of their 30-year, successful business,
and clearly, dynamically demonstrates
underwater imaging technology.
It is also important to remember that
presentations can serve a great purpose
in helping to educate an audience through
effective visual support. We here at Stokes
are very proud of our contributions to
effective learning, in all arenas. A few weeks
ago, members of our management team
delivered a STEM presentation at Lenape
High School.
This event was part of the Lenape School
Districts STEM Career Expo focused on
opening the minds of future generations
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and career possibilities. Stokes will be
hosting a DBE Support Services workshop
in Maryland for Clark Construction on May
11th. This workshop focuses on assisting
DBE’s in marketing themselves to work with
larger contractors and projects. On a final
note, if you’re attending the annual NJ
TransAction Conference in Atlantic City this
month, be sure to catch our workshop, titled
“The Engineer’s Toolbox: Communication
Skills and Marketing Strategies for Success,”
8:30am, Thursday, April 14th.
Love it or hate it, giving presentations is
often a part of our jobs, and we must always
be prepared to speak up with confidence
and clarity. Let Stokes’ team of presentation
experts help make your next upcoming
workshop or conference session one that
will resonate with your audience and leave
a lasting impression. Call us today for more
information!

When it comes to keeping an audience
engaged during an hour-long informative
presentation, Stokes knows exactly how
to do that with PowerPoint, Prezi and
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MESSAGE
FROM THE

PRESIDENT
Happy Spring! The
time of year when
a young man’s (or
woman’s) fancy turns
to – exciting construction and transportation
projects!
According to Wikipedia, Spring and Spring
Season refer to a time of rebirth, rejuvenation,
renewal, resurrection and regrowth. Is this a
time of regrowth for your company? How about
rebirth, perhaps updating your employees
training? However it is that you plan to
rejuvenate your company, project or image – we
here at Stokes Creative Group, Inc., are excited
about the many possibilities of working with you
this Spring.
This is a busy time of year for many, and Stokes’
clients are no exception. Let the experts at Stokes
help you save time and money by increasing
efficiency though sound planning, detailed
organization and professional execution. We
understand what it takes in this day and age to
deliver a message that will resonate with your
target audience amid all the “noise” of both
traditional and social media and make it stand
out. Modern communication affords you more
ways than ever before to tell your story; we have
the experience and cutting-edge technology our
clients need to both document their projects
and win over stakeholders – and everything in
between.
Stokes has been “putting our clients first” for
30 years, and in the process we have earned a
reputation as experts in public outreach for the
construction and transportation industries. Our
goal is always to meet or exceed our clients’
expectations and goals, on time and on budget.
We have taken great care to cultivate our image
– let us help you with yours. Whether your image
needs a little renewal to showcase your relevance
or a complete overhaul – a resurrection, if you
will – give us a call.
Joanne M. Stokes, President

SUNSHINE STATE
GOES SOCIAL
Conferences are always a great
opportunity to connect faceto-face with clients, potential
clients and other industry friends.
Leading up to the big event, we
often receive many reminders via
email or printed mailers which
often wind up in the garbage or
caught in a spam filter.
One way around this is to send
out your message via social
media, using key hashtags to
promote your event, which may
also allow new audiences to learn
about your conference. This is
exactly what we’re doing for the
upcoming Florida Council for
Public Private Partnerships (FCP3)
Conference in Orlando, Florida.
Stokes Creative Group, Inc., is
currently teamed up with the

FCP3 to provide social media
support on Facebook, LinkedIn,
Twitter and Instagram.
Each weekly blast reinforces
the importance of attending
the conference and highlights
this year’s keynote speaker,
Florida CFO Jeff Atwater. This
organization
promotes
the
development of public assets
using P3 delivery methods, as
well as a central forum for the
exchange of ideas and sharing
research to further educate and
develop relationships between
the public and private sectors.
For more information, please visit
www.fcp3.org and be sure to
follow @FlCouncilP3 on Twitter
and Instagram.

GIVING BACK FEELS GREAT
Our public outreach and social
media whiz, Nicole Pace, has
committed to the “Take Steps”
fundraising event in May,
which mobilizes more than 150
communities across the nation
to come together and walk for
Crohn’s and colitis research.
The
Crohn’s
and
Colitis
Foundation of America (CCFA)
is a volunteer-driven nonprofit organization dedicated
to finding cures for Crohn’s
disease and ulcerative colitis

and improving the quality of life
for the five million children and
adults affected globally by these
incurable digestive diseases.
CCFA ranks third among health
non-profits in the percentage of
funds devoted to mission-critical
programs, with nearly 80 cents of
every dollar going directly toward
medical research, professional
education, and patient support.
Good luck, Nicole!
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Did you know that Stokes Creative Group,
Inc., is driving the use of technology and
innovation behind construction and building
services? Our latest service, Project Image
Management (PIM), is an online tool where
progress photos captured are uploaded to a
project site map. You and the entire project
team can log in and view the progress at
various locations of the project, make notes
and even settle discrepancies from the
convenience of your own office. This unique
online resource will save you valuable time
and money by avoiding unnecessary trips to
the job site.

It is almost a year since we first launched
this program for Pillari Brothers Contracting
Co., located in Farmingdale, NJ. They are
utilizing this service for one of their projects
in central jersey. This tool has allowed Pillari
Brothers to easily share images among their
team, as well as compare and contrast weekto-week progress of on-the-job activities.
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NEW
CLIENT’S
CORNER

Stokes Creative Group, Inc.,
would like to welcome the
following new businesses and
organizations to our growing
list of valued clientele:
• South Jersey Transportation
Planning Organization (SJTPO)

In addition to PIM, we’ve had many other
recent exciting contractor services projects
in New York. The first comes from Brooklyn,
NY, where we are working with SkanksaPiccone joint on the 26th Ward project.
Jumping boroughs, we are working with
Olivera Contracting of Albertson, NY, at
the Webster Avenue project in the Bronx.
Finally, in Staten Island, NY, we are working
with the Office of Clean Energy on a solar
panel project at a local Staten Island High
School.
These projects have all been very exciting
and the clients have been a pleasure to work
with. As you can see, the Stokes construction
services continue to be an integral part of
the success for projects in any state.

• W.J. Castle, P.E. & Associates
• QW Trucking, LLC
• FCP3 (Florida Council for
Public Private Partnerships)
• WTS - Central Florida Chapter

Our team is ready to assist with PIM,
photography, videography, webcams and
more. Call Amber today for an estimate at
609-859-8400.

Six months ago, we also began providing
PIM service for the Lincoln Towers project
located in Newark, NJ, for Hunter Roberts
Construction Group of Philadelphia, PA.
In the beginning of the project, images
of the existing conditions were captured
to document the job from day one. It is
important to remember that once a day
goes by, it is impossible to photograph
those exact conditions again – the date,
weather, etc. of any particular day or point
in a project can never be recreated. That is
why many of our clients arrange for regular
photography and videography of their
projects.
Senior Programmer Matthew Touhey shares project information with Chief Financial Officer Brenda Hunter
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DID YOU KNOW?

There are about a billion bicycles in the world, twice as many as
cars. Instead of slouching behind the steering wheel frustrated
with rush hour traffic, how about biking to work? It adds an
additional calorie burn to your daily routine and you get some
fresh air!
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